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Steep Slopes 
Bristol has extensive areas of steep slopes and complex terrain that limit development 
opportu nities in areas of the tow n.  Slopes in excess of 25% g radient (a rise of one foot 
or more over a horizontal ru n of fou r feet) cover abou t 1,600 acres, or 15% of the tow n.  
As a ru le of thu mb in commu nity planning , these steep slopes are inappropriate for 
development in terms of new  roads and bu ilding  sites du e to cost and erosion hazard 
(see Highly Erodible Soils map).   
A transitional area of slopes 15 to 25% is show n on the maps as a cau tionary note; these 
areas req u ire eng ineering  assistance to fit development proposals to the terrain, 
especially in the higher end of the slope rang e.  15 to 25% slopes cover an additional 
2,830 acres of land in Bristol. Combined w ith slopes >25%, they affect the development 
potential in abou t 40% of the tow n. 
Note the “halo” effect of slopes 15 to 25% su rrou nding  steep slopes >25%, extending  
across most of the tow n.  This indicates consistently steep and complex topog raphy in 
these areas.   
Slope data is developed from a USGS dig ital elevation model w ith an elevation point 
every 30 feet on the g rou nd. 
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Funding for this project was provided in part by a Watershed Assistance Grant
from the NH Department of Environmental Services with Clean Water Act 
Section 319 funds from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
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