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NHWAP Habitat Value 
The  NH Fish and Game  De partme n t’s Wildlife  Actio n  Plan (NHWAP) has made  an 
e xte n sive  and scie n ce -base d analysis of the  co n ditio n  of wildlife  habitat fo r the  e n tire  
state .  Base d o n  a n umbe r of parame te r s and GIS mode ling of physical habitat 
characte ristics, thre e  impo rtan t tie rs of info rmatio n  have  be e n  de ve lope d, as follo w s: 
 Tie r 1:  Highe st Ranke d Habitat in Ne w Hampshire  
 Tie r 2:  Highe st Ranke d Habitat in the  Biological Re gio n  
 Tie r 2:  Suppo rting Landscape s (buffe rs to  pro te ct the  in te grity of Tie rs 1 and 2) 

Bristo l falls within the  Sun ape e  Uplands biological re gio n , which dominate s w e st-ce n tral 
Ne w Hampshire . 
Co n se rvatio n  prio rity sho uld be  give n  to  all thre e  NHWAP tie rs, but Tie rs 1 and 2 are  the  
mo st impo rtan t to  re cognize  in commun ity plan ning.  Bristo l has large  are as of bo th tie rs 
which are  cu rr e n tly bo th un de ve lope d and unpro t e cte d, e spe cially in the  n o r the r n  half 
of the  to w n .  Smalle r wate rco u r se s are  also  ranke d highly du e  to  wate r quality and 
habitat co nditio n .  The  circular are a of Tie r 1 be tw e e n  Catte rall Fo re st and Crode m Drive  
indicate s an impo rtan t data poin t re co rde d by the  NH Natu ral He ritage  Bu r e au. 
Mo r e  info rmatio n  o n  the  NHWAP and habitat co n ditio n  analysis can be  fo u n d he r e : 
https://w w w.wildlife .state .nh.us/wildlife /wap.html 

Funding for this project was provided in part by a Watershed Assistance Grant
from the NH Department of Environmental Services with Clean Water Act 
Section 319 funds from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
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