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Development Constraints 
This map sho w s a compo site  of se ve ral natural re so urce  fe ature s that are  co n strain ts to  
future  land de ve lopme n t to  varying de gre e s.  The  fe ature s include  the  follo wing—
sho w n  in de tail o n  o the r maste r plan maps:  w e tlands, highly e ro dible  so ils, ste e p slope s 
(>25%), riparian and sho r e land buffe rs, NHWAP habitat tie rs 1 and 2, uncommo n  
habitat type s, flo o dplain s, aquife r re charge  zo n e s, drin king wate r pro te ctio n  are as, and 
prime  farming so ils. 
Eve ry fe ature  above  co rr e spo n ds to  a “laye r” of ge o graphic data. In o the r w o rds, the r e  
is a laye r of w e tland data fo r Bristo l, a laye r sho wing prime  so ils, e tc. Whe r e ve r yo u are  
in to w n , the r e  is info rmatio n  about whe the r the se  fe ature s are  pre se n t o r n o t.  
The  various natural e le me n ts that characte rize  land can limit de ve lopme n t.  Some , such 
as w e tlands and ste e p slope s offe r se ve r e  co n strain ts to  de ve lopme n t.  Othe rs re quire  
balance d co n side ratio n  of the  be n e fits of the  natural re so urce  fe ature  to  community 
plan n ing and quality of life .  Wate r quality in str e ams, rive rs and lake s is dire ctly lin ke d 
to  highly e ro dible  so ils whe n  the se  so ils are  disturbe d.  High quality wildlife  habitat is 
found o n ly in ce r tain locatio n s in Bristo l, sugge sting that a balance  be tw e e n  ope n  space  
and future  de ve lopme n t be  co n side r e d.  Local fo od pro ductio n  de pe n ds upo n  the  mo st 
pro ductive  farming so ils. 
In a GIS, the se  natural re so urce  laye rs w e r e  give n  w e ights that sho w the ir re lative  e ffe ct 
o n  de ve lopme n t co n strain t and the n  adde d to ge the r to  pro duce  a co-occurrence 
map.  Figure s in the  le ge n d co rr e spo n d ro ughly to  the  amoun t of natural re so urce  
se n sitivity that co-occurs at an y give n  locatio n  in Bristo l.  The  darke r the  colo r, the  
gre ate r the  po te n tial de ve lopme n t co n strain t. 
Please note that, while natural characteristics play a critical role in the welfare of our 
community, other factors like cultural context and history will affect Town decisions 
regarding development. The Bristol Zoning Ordinance is a community-based legal 
document for land use that exemplifies such thinking. 

Funding for this project was provided in part by a Watershed Assistance Grant
from the NH Department of Environmental Services with Clean Water Act 
Section 319 funds from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
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